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Digging Out Getting Organized at the Office

Past the mess._.

When a good system breaks down,

philly ®com
’ b k k_ Read the initial
don’t lament, get back to wor o e
“Digging Out”
By Jane M. Von Bergen tales of messy-desk trauma. In confess- series and Jane M.
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER ing our messes, we shared a yearning to Von Bergen's blog
Eight months ago, I offered myself as  conquer chaos by conquering clutter. If on the subject at
a cheerleader for the messy masses — only our offices were clean, our lives http://go.philly.com/
the disorganized, the pilers, the stack- would be calm and peaceful. organized 4

ers, and the chronically cluttered.
What I really wanted was a cute little
skirt and pom-poms, but instead 1 got a
bucket and some rags, a couple of waste-
baskets, and a box of file folders, and I
went to work on my cubicle.
Readers responded with their own

Ha!

A clean desk cannot prevent a crisis
on the job. And when crisis hits, even
the best system can fall apart.

Here's the lesson: Repent, don't la-
ment.

See DIGGING OUT on E8
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